
Planting Perennial 
& Annual Plants 
Before you plant 
Great gardens start with great soil. Even the 
best quality plants won't perform well in poor 
soil. We recommend an organic soil amend
ment. For your vegetables and herbs, espe
cially tomatoes we recommend mushroom 
compost. 
Be sure to choose plants appropriate to your 
garden's environment. Plants that need full 
sun to thrive won't so well in the shade. Shade 
lovers will wither and die in hot fuU sun. 

Planting 
Place the plants in the planting area while 
they are still in the pot. Adjust plant place
ment as needed, taking into consideration 
the mature size of the plants, both width and 
height. 
For each plant, dig a hole twice as wide and 
as deep as the container. Remove plants from 
containers by inverting them and supporting 
the root ball. Gently loosen compacted roots 
using your fingers. This encourages new root 
development. 
Place plant in the hole and backfill with 
amended soil. The top of the plant should be 
even with ground level. Water thoroughly to 
eliminate air pockets. 
Apply a thin layer of mulch, one inch is 
usually sufficient. Too much mulch can be 
detrimental to annuals and perennials. 
For container gardening we recommend 
blended potting soil mix for both outdoor 

containers and hanging baskets. This rich earthy 
blend is made with natural and organic ingredi
ents that have a special water saving formula. 

Watering 
Watering in annuals and perennials immediately 
after planting is key to strong, healthy plants. 
Thereafter plants have the best growth with one 
inch of water per week, through rainfall or irriga
tion. Small plants and container gardens require 
more moisture and should be checked daily to 
determine watering needs. For best results, be 
consistent with your watering practices through
out the growing season. 

Fertilizing 
Keep you flowers healthy and blooming with a 
slow release fertilizer and a weekly liquid feed. 
An Edward's sales associate will be happy to help 
you choose the fertilizer best suited to your land
scape. If you have trouble getting your vegetables 
to produce, please give us a call or come in and 
walk with one of our knowledgeable staff 

Plant Warranty 
Thank you for purchasing your plant material 
from Edward's Garden Center. If you have any 
questions or concerns regarding the plant you 
have purchased please feel free to contact us im
mediately. We are always here to help. 
• Nursery Stock (trees and shrubs) are guaran

teed for one year (12 months) from the date of 
purchase. 

• Perennials, Roses and Water Plants are 
not guaranteed. 

• If you have a guarantee claim, please 
return the dead plant material and 
receipt to us. 
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Before you plant 
Great gardens start with great soil. Even the 
best quality plants won't perform well in poor 
soil. We recommend an organic soil amend
ment. 
Be sure to choose plant appropriate to your 
garden's environment. Plants that need full 
sun to thrive won't in the shade and shade lov
ers will wither and die in hot full sun. 

Rootball or Container Grown? 
Your tree or shrub wil l come in one of two 
forms: balled or burlapped (B&B), or con
tainerized. Container or B&B plants can be 
planted anytime the ground is not frozen 
or too wet, but not during extremely hot 
weather. If possible, plant your tree or shrub 
as soon as you get it home. Otherwise, it 
may dry out and be injured. If you can't 
plant it immediately, place it in a shady and/ 
or sheltered location. Keep the root ball or 
container moist until planted. 

The Planting Hole 
Start by digging a hole twice as wide and 
as deep as the root ball or container. Use 
amended soil to back-fill the hole. If you are 
planting shrubs or small trees in containers, 
make sure the container is large enough and 
has ample drainage. We recommend Pro Mix 
Potting Soil for all container planting. 

Placing Your Plant in 
the Hole 
Trees and Shrubs with Root 
Balls (B&B) 

Partially backfill hole with soil. 
When the plant is placed in 
the hole, lightly compact soil 
mixture to prevent excessive settlement. Plants 
that settle below ground level will decline and 
may eventually die. Now is the time to cut away 
twine or rope and remove from the root ball. 
Do NOT remove the brown burlap wrapping, 
but do loosen it from around 
the trunk or base of shrub and 
pull it down to expose the top of 
the root ball. 

Containerized Trees and 
Shrubs 

The outer layer of roots should 
be gently loosened, either by 
hand or with a tool. This encourages the plant 
to take root. Partially backfill hole with soil 
then lightly compact before placing the plant 
in the planting hole. Plants 
that settle below grade level 
will decline and eventually 
die. About one third of the 
root system should be visible 
above ground level after plant 
is placed in the hole. 

Backfill and Mulch 
Backfill with remainder of soil mix so that soil 
is brought up to the top of root ball, but never 
against the trunk of the plant. Apply a two 
inch layer of mulch (e.g. shredded hardwood, 
pine bark etc.). Mulch should be applied up 
to, but not against the base of the plant. Mulch 
piled up against the trunk or stem can pro
mote disease and insect activity. 

Watering 
Water well right after planting. Depending 
on rainfall, drying winds and temperature, 
you will want to water every three to five 
days so that the plant gets one inch of water 
over the course of a week. Following plant
ing, and especially during hot, dry summer 
months, checking the soil temperature every 
two to three days may be necessary to deter
mine when plants need to be watered. Smaller 
container grown plants dry out faster and need 
to be watered more often that B&B plants with 
a larger root ball. Soaker hoses are a good way 
to maintain soil moisture, but may not deliver 
adequate water to the root zone. TreeGator® 
Watering Bags take the guesswork out of sup
plying adequate water to newly planted trees. 

Fertilizing 
Check with one of our knowledgeable Ed
ward's sales associates to learn which fertilizer 
will give best results for your landscape. 


